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» ONGC on Monday conducting a mock drill at Nallore hamlet
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> Students at a madrasa in Azad Nagat dera village of Uttar Pradesh’s

Tiruchi

» Tamil Nadu Thaiyil Thozhilalar Sangam staged a protest near the Collectorate in

| APOLOGISE IF MY REMARK ABOUT H.. kUMARA COP16: WILL FINANCIAL RORDBLOCKS CONTINUE TO
SWAMY HAS HURT J0() WORKERS: KanNTaKA HINDER CONSERUATION EFFORTS?
HOUSING MINISTERBZZAMEER AMED KHAN

Housing Minister’s remarks about co-
lour of skin of Union Minister H. D. Ku-
maraswamy had drawn criticism from BJP
and JD(S)

After coming under attack from NDA
partners BJP and JD(S) for his remarks on
the colour of the skin of Union Minister for
Major Industries and Steel and former CM
H. D. Kumaraswamy, Karnataka’s Minis-
ter for Housing, Wakf and Minority Wel-
fare B. Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan apologised
for his comments.

While trying to downplay the com-
ment and arguing that he has not done any
wrong, Mr Khan claimed that he used to
call Mr Kumaraswamy ‘kariyanna’ (black
coloured person) and the former CM would
call him ‘kulla’ (short person) when they
were on good terms during his stint in the
ID(S). “It was never disrespectful as we
used to call each other like that out of af-
fection. However, my remarks have be-
come a big issue in view of the by-election
in Channapatna. If my remarks have hurt
anybody, I apologise,” he told reporters in
Mysuru on November 12.

Rejecting the demand of the JD(S) to
quit over the ‘racist’ remark, the Minister
said, “Why should I resign? What wrong
have I done?”

To a question on whether his contro-
versial remarks will have an impact in the
by-elections, especially in Channapatna,
the Minister said, “There won’t be any
impact on the by-election since it is not
the first time that he has addressed the for-
mer CM like that. I and Mr Kumaraswamy
used to address each other like that out of

affection when [ was in the JD(S). Tused to
be with him for nearly 16 hours every day
when I was inthe ID(S),” he replied.

Mr Khan denied any comment on buy-
ing former PM H. D. Deve Gowda’s family
while campaigning in Channapatna. “Ts it
possible to buy H. D. Deve Gowda’s fami-
ly? T have not made any such comment,” he
clarified.

The Minister, however, admitting to
saying that Mr Kumaraswamy cannot buy
Muslim votes in Channapatna. “I spoke in
that context, but never said it like the way it
is being made outnow.”

Mr Khan was in Mysuru in connection
with the waqf elections, which are sched-
uled on November 19. “T have come to
Mysuru in view of the waqf elections on
November 19. I am here to campaign. A
meeting of the voters has been convened,”
MrKhansaid.

Asked whether the Waqf Board’s
claims on farm land will be discussed at the
meeting in Mysuru, the Minister said the
meeting will focus on the waqfelections.

Karnataka Minister Zameer Ahmed
Khan kicks up another row with ‘racist’re-
mark about UnionMinister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy

Farmers in Vijayapura end protest
against Waqf Board

Historical temples, lands in Karnataka
declared waqf property without issuing no-
tice: JPC chiefJagdambika Pal

Correct problems regarding waqfprop-
erties, says H.D. Kumaraswamy

While the highlight of COP16 was the en-
gagement of Indigenous people and local com-
munities, the event also raised red flags

The 16th meeting of the Conference of the
Parties (COP16) to the U.N. Convention on Bi-
ological Diversity recently concluded in Cali,
Colombia. Representatives from U.N. countries
tried to negotiate measures to halt and reverse
biodiversity loss by 2030, which threatens both
human well-being and the stability of human so-
cieties. A key sticking point was who’d pay for
implementing these measures and how much.

A highlight of COP16 was the engagement
of Indigenous people and local communities —
but otherwise it raised a big red flag: it revealed
countries are not on track to meet the 30x30’
target, which calls for the world to protect 30%
of the world’s land and oceans by 2030.

Inclusive decision-making:Negotiators
reached a landmark agreement to establish a
permanent body made up of Indigenous people
and members of local communities and agreed
this body’s inputs would have to be included in
decisions about biodiversity conservation. The
move is intended to protect traditional knowl-
edge systems and strengthen their representa-
tion and participation in policymaking.

At COP16, negotiators also recognised the
role of people of African descent in conserving
nature and made sure to include them in bio-
diversity initiatives and help integrate their tra-
ditional knowledge and conservation practices
into global efforts.

Biodiversity funding: COP16 established a
framework called the “Cali Fund”. Tt obligates
major corporations — particularly in the phar-
maceutical and biotechnology sectors — to
share the financial benefits they derive from us-
ing genetic resources with the communities that
nurture those resources.

Companies have to contribute 0.1% of their
revenue or 1% of their profits from products de-
veloped using genetic information to the fund.
This figure could potentially exceed $1 billion a
year and should help support biodiversity con-
servation projects and benefit local communi-
ties.

Half of the money from this fund will be
allocated to Indigenous communities, to help
conservation efforts and to acknowledge their
contributions to biodiversity. Contributions to
the fund are voluntary but it is a critical step
towards more equitable benefit-sharing in the
realm of biodiversity, especially considering
the challenges surrounding global financing for
biodiversity initiatives.

Biodiversity defence: COP16 also proposed
guidelines to manage invasive alien species, a
direct driver of biodiversity loss, by developing

to update existing ESBAs and identify new
ones.

‘One Health’:The Global Action Plan on
Biodiversity and Health established at COP16
underscores the need for a holistic ‘One Health’
approach, which calls for a collective focus on
ecosystem,

animal, and human health. By addressing
the common drivers of biodiversity loss and
poor health, such as deforestation and climate
change,

the plan aims to prevent zoonotic diseases,
reduce non-communicable diseases, and pro-
mote sustainable ecosystems. It also encour-
ages partnerships among health professionals,
conservationists, and policymakers to develop
tools and measures to track the progress of bio-
diversity plus health initiatives.

Innovating with caution:Redesigning organ-
isms or creating new biological systems (syn-
thetic biology) was an important topic of dis-
cussion at COP16.

Applications — including bioengineered
species for ecosystem restoration or sustainable
materials to reduce resource strain — are prom-
ising because they can address environmental
challenges. However, researchers have raised
concerns over the risks involved and the un-
mtended ecological effects of introducing syn-
thetic organisms that could disrupt ecosystems
affecting natural species.

Countries’ representatives also discussed
regulatory frameworks to manage these risks
and ensure a balance between innovation and
conservation.

Among the unresolved issues at the meet-
ing, financial commitments and lack of a moni-
toring framework are at the forefront.

Uphill battle for finance:A big bone of con-
tention was the mobilisation of financial re-
sources to meet the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework (GBF) target of $700
billion a year for biodiversity conservation by
2030, including $30 billion from developed to
developing countries. But pledges at the confer-
ence totalled only $163 million.

Disagreements over the governance and
distribution of funds led to an impasse, with
discussions on financial mechanisms
being suspended without resolution.

review framework for evaluating their progress
through a ‘global stocktake’.

Many countries have still not submitted their
NBSAPs. The lack of a mandatory enforcement
framework could weaken the goal.

India at COP16

India unveiled its updated NBSAP at
COP16, outlining a roadmap for biodiversity
conservation efforts aligned with the GBF. The
updated plan aims to halt and reverse biodi-
versity loss by 2030 and achieve harmonious
coexistence with nature by 2050 through a
“Whole-of-Government” and “Whole-of-Soci-
ety” approach.

India is challenged with balancing conser-
vation with economic growth. So the updated
NBSAP outlines 23 national biodiversity targets
and emphasises a transformative approach to
biodiversity conservation and ecosystem resto-
ration. In particular it focuses on inter-agency
cooperation, financial solutions, and involving
community members in restoring degraded eco-
systems, protecting wetlands, and sustainably
managing marine and coastal areas.

Looking ahead

Establishing inclusive decision-making bod-
ies and frameworks for benefit-sharing shows
progress. But without adequate financial com-
mitments and robust monitoring mechanisms,
reaching the 2030 targets will be difficult.

India to focus on climate finance, account-
ability, protection for vulnerable communities
at COP29

While nations reflect on the outcomes of
COPI16, it is clear that conserving biodiversity
is crucial for environmental health, socio-eco-
nomic resilience, and climate stability. For na-
tions like India, where biodiversity is deeply
tied to cultural heritage and economic stability,
the stakes are particularly high.

Governments must set ambitious targets
and take steps to translate these into actionable,
measurable, and time-bound goals. Transparen-
cy in reporting and shared knowledge systems
are vital for tracking progress and addressing
gaps.

As the world looks forward to COP17 in
Armenia next year, collaborative action and
cross-border efforts could make or break our
ability to beat the triple planetary crises of pol-
lution,

climate change, and biodiversity loss.Apar-
na Sundaresan is a senior analyst and Indu K
Murthy leads the Climate, Environment and
Sustainability sector, both at the Center for
Study of Science, Technology and Policy
(CSTEP), a research-based think tank.
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new databases, improving cross-border trade
regulations,

and enhancing coordination with e-com-
merce platforms. This decision emphasises the
need for technical support, capacity building,
and international cooperation across developing
countries.

Momentum for blue: Negotiators also
agreed to a new and upgraded process to iden-
tify “Ecologically or Biologically Significant
Marine Areas’ (EBSAs),

which are critical and vulnerable parts of the
ocean. This process has faced various political
and legal hurdles since its inception in 2008;
COP16 revived it by agreeing on mechanisms

This was because developing
nations advocated for a dedicated
global nature fund for conservation
whereas wealthy nations blocked
the proposal due to concerns over
fund structure and the idea that ex-
isting frameworks were enough to
meet financial needs.

Monitoring and implementa-
tion: Implementing the GBF was
another key issue at COP16 but
progress was limited. Only 44 of
the 196 countries submitted an up-
dated National Biodiversity Strat-
egies and Action Plan (NBSAP)
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